
IAABO Director of Learning and Development TJ 
Halliday had this to say about the evolution of IAABO U: 

“We had classes where an instructor would stand in 
the front of the room and read the Rules Book to the 
students. Then someone had the bright idea of putting 
the rules into a PowerPoint presentation. It was an 
improvement, but it was still largely ineffective. 
There was a kindergarten teacher who took the class 
and she said the way we taught it was confusing. 
‘You’re all over the place,’ she said. She couldn’t 

make sense of the material.”
Ironically, that next fall (2010), Felix Addeo did 

a presentation at the IAABO Fall Seminar on how he 
taught his class for prospective officials in New Jersey. Instead 

of the traditional approach of going through the book rule by rule, 
he organized the materials by various rules segments so the needed 
definitions, rules and penalties were all in a logical order. When TJ 
returned from the conference, he showed the outline of the New Jersey 
class to the kindergarten teacher, and that was the beginning of IAABO U 
as we know it.

Even though she was new, she volunteered to teach the class the 
following year (2011) but wanted to improve 

a gift and enjoy a fun round with friends, beginning with a 9 AM 
shotgun start followed by a wonderful lunch buffet. 
Registration for the golf outing and all Spring Meeting 
events is available by completing the forms enclosed 
in this edition of Sportorials or available online at the 

Spring Meeting page on iaabo.org. An address 
and instructions for forwarding payment can be 
found on each registration form.

The popular Spouse/Guest breakfast will be 
held on Friday, April 28th at 9 AM. Registration 

is complimentary for one guest per registered 
IAABO member with advanced registration. 
Attendees wishing to register more than one guest 
for the breakfast can do so at a cost of just $25 per 

additional registrant.
Throughout the day Friday and Saturday, standing committees 

meet to discuss various topics such as board policy, education, 
constitutional changes, and more. This is a great opportunity for 
members to get involved in the association and see how we all work 
together to make this the greatest basketball officiating organization 
in the world!

Saturday afternoon brings the highlight 

The annual IAABO Spring Meeting is scheduled to take place 
April 26-30, 2023 at the Lancaster Marriott at Penn 
Square located in beautiful Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 
The hotel, located at 25 South Queen Street, Lancaster, 
PA, will be offering a special rate for all IAABO 
attendees. Reservations can be made by contacting 
the hotel directly at 717.239.1600 and asking for 
the “IAABO Room Rate.” 

All attendees for the Spring Meeting must 
be registered with the IAABO Office via the 
IAABO web site (on the Spring Meeting page of 
iaabo.org).  If you will serve as a delegate for your 
local Board, please select the appropriate option on 
the registration page. Attendees who do not register 
on the web site may not receive a name badge or lanyard.

The Roger J. Sheridan Hospitality Room will open on Wednesday 
evening, and each morning and evening thereafter throughout the 
weekend. There, attendees will get the opportunity to share good 
times and stories with old friends and new all across IAABO land. 

The first official social event of the Spring Meeting will be the 
annual Pete Sheehan Golf Outing on Thursday, April 27th at the 
Conestoga Country Club. For just $135.00, participants will receive 

(continued on page 4)

(continued on page 13)

2023 IAABO Spring Meeting

The Genesis of IAABO University
Covid didn’t jumpstart IAABO University (IAABO U), but 

the pandemic did give it wheels. IAABO U got its genesis 
in 2010-2011. It is now used to both better prepare 
officials for the court and coordinate consistency 
throughout the entire organization.

The original idea of IAABO U was to create 
a format to best deliver the rules. Rule 4 was a 
center point as Interpreters tended to teach Rule 4 
definitions separately or on opening night. This led 
to the development of a more consistent curriculum, 
while maintaining the “One Rule, One Interpretation” 
IAABO cornerstone.

“We were running into the potential for obstacles to 
admission and needed to focus on what people really know 
in terms of the rules, and how to best teach the rules consistently. 
Some Interpreters would teach to the test,” IAABO Executive Director 
Felix Addeo explained.

How people learn became a focal point. For example, some officials 
take excellent notes so they can refer back to them at a later date. 
Each official studies differently. The challenge became how to deliver 
consistent information, so the rules were enforced consistently on the 
court.
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Director’s Court
In the popular television game show, Wheel of Fortune, one of the most 

common letters is the letter “R.” In earlier days, we would say we took a 
respite from work by engaging in some “R and R” – rest and relaxation. The 
core curriculum in all schools was the 3Rs, even though two of the words 
phonetically began with the sound of R.

In our profession, R and R refers to something specific as well, Recruiting 
and Retention. But are these two buzz words, so commonly used in officiating 
circles, the answer to the success of officiating organizations? Or are they worn out clichés void 
of action plans? Has the real problem for lack of newcomers been addressed?

Recruit as a verb, or action word, means to fill up the number with new members or to seek 
to enroll. This implies that local associations need to go out and find new members. Successful 
recruiting requires an organized plan of mutual benefit. 

Retention is the act of absorbing or the continued possession or control of someone or 
something. What are the benefits of maintaining membership in an officials’ organization? What 
does the organization gain and what are the benefits and value for the recruit? Without a real 
program and implementation plan, recruiting and retention remain just words.

In order to be successful and deliver value to its members, officiating organizations need 
to have a program that includes quality educational services and tools. Individuals join local 
associations and expect to officiate athletic contests. But just providing members with a schedule 
or putting people on the floor or field is not enough. True programs must contain training, 
mentoring and continuous instruction.

In a perfect world, prospects would hear about the particulars of an association and seek 
admission. But, do individuals want to do today what we have been doing for years? Is the 
climate ripe for attracting young people to embark on an officiating career? The proliferation of 
negative attention on officials amongst the media, spectators, parents, coaches and players has 
led to a dearth in the officiating ranks. 

We need to restore civility to the environment and people will return to the ranks. We must 
continue our mission of educating, training, developing, and providing continuous instruction 
to our prospects and members. The athletic event needs to take place in safe and secure 
surroundings. Unacceptable behavior should not be tolerated and needs to be dealt with swiftly. 
Game administrators need to do their part as well.

We need a new R and R: an environment of Responsibility and Respect amongst all 
participants. If we build it, they will come, just like they have come to IAABO for the last 102 
years.

Stay responsible, stay involved, stay IAABO
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Statement
The International Association of Approved 
Basketball Officials, Inc. is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to the advancement 
of basketball officiating, through the proper 
training of applicants by visual and written 
aids; constant supervision by board proctors 
and dissemination of rule changes and 
interpretations.

Oh What a (Opening) Night!
Opening night in high school basketball often brings about excitement and fanfare for those 

close to the game. Student-athletes, coaches, and athletic staffs have been waiting for this day for 
some time. Grueling practices and scheduling arrangements have already taken place. Supporters 
have anticipated how their team will get their season off to a start. Officials, who have endured 
several weeks of training and working scrimmages, are finally working “games that count.” 

While there is a different “feel” for these types of games, sometimes even these days are far 
from ordinary. Scheduled for a 5:30 tip for a varsity boys’ game, Dave Reiners and Chuck Karns, 
IAABO Board 34 – Camden, NJ officials, worked the Clearview High School at Triton High 
School game without a hitch. As Mr. Reiners commented, “Chuck was great as a partner. He 
asked for guidance at the breaks. I suggested we work on one thing—eye contact when putting 
the ball back into play.”

However, what happened during the game doesn’t cover Chuck’s most shining moment; he 
was great as a partner. As the men walked to their cars, in the midst of a hellacious rainstorm, 
Dave was greeted with a flat tire. Chuck offered to call his AAA service for assistance. He then 
proceeded to sit in that powerful storm with Dave for 90 minutes as they waited for help. 

AAA finally arrived and proceeded to fix the tire. For his efforts, Dave gives Chuck $40 for 
sitting there patiently with him. Without missing a beat, Chuck promptly walked over to the 
driver, gave him the $40, continued on with his evening.

What a class act! This is the type of individual that Board 34 is looking for in its officials. 
Chuck sacrificed his time and comfort (along with $40) for the benefit of his partner. As he left, 
Chuck simply stated, “Never leave anyone behind.” The men said their farewells and headed 
their separate ways.

Dave beamed, “Never in my 35 years of officiating was I in more awe of my partner than 
tonight.”

What an opening night!
Joe Maurer, Bd 23 Maryland (as shared by Dave Reiner, Bd 34 New Jersey)
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President’s Corner
“…Should Auld Acquaintance be Forgot…”
It is somewhat poetic to annually experience the infamous Times Square Ball drop and leave behind the prior year, (in this case), 

2022. By the time you receive this edition of  Sportorials electronically, most of us will have confirmed (and in many cases), broken 
those same New Year’s resolutions we had vowed to keep in 2023 and beyond. Although not atypical, it is an annual ritual that 
somehow repeats itself year in and year out. It’s not all that different from the many habits we have developed over our officiating 
careers and have tried to incorporate appropriate improvements with our mechanics, positioning, signals, and demeanor; all the 
while, focusing on “…One Rule, One Interpretation…”. As it’s been said, we are all creatures of habit and continue to be a work 
in progress!

As a result, I thought I might share with you my hopes for each of us as the year 2023 comes upon us. 
Size doesn’t Matter – Hard work beats talent when talent fails to work hard!
Anything can happen in a Minute – Use your time wisely with the years you’ve been given.
Defense wins Games – Life is not about how many points you score on your opponents at the other end of the court, the important point is take 

care of your own side of the basket.
Turnovers can cost You the Game – Always pay attention to details. Major defeats are the result of minor mistakes accumulating over time.
Take Charges – Fearlessly step up to whatever is coming at you. Show up to your challenges in life.
Never give Up on a Play until the Ball Goes through the Basket – Perseverance. Always go after the loose ball or the chase down the block just 

because there is the slightest chance that you might save the play. True character is only reflected through adversity.
Keep Your Head Up while You’re Dribbling the Ball – Don’t get caught up on what you’re doing and disregard the changing dynamics around 

you. Always look around and know what’s happening in your environment.
Never Argue with coaches or players but do Support Your fellow Officiating Crew – Don’t waste time on irreversible events. But do unto others 

as you would have them to do unto you.
Your Stats don’t Capture Your Worth – Your contributions often go unnoticed by the majority of players, coaches, and fans, but your fellow 

officiating crew always know your value. Officiate because you love the game, and you respect those who work alongside of you.
The Final Score won’t Reflect the whole Story – Although the final score is of little consequence, be proud for the mere fact that you provided an 

opportunity for each team to win.
You Miss 100% of the Shots You never Take! – Don’t shy away from opportunities just to avoid failures. Failures are inevitable, but opportunities 

rarely return a second time.
Here is wishing you and your loved ones a blessed New Year filled with challenging opportunities, sustaining health and the courage to pursue 

your dreams.
 Best of luck with the remaining weeks of the 2022/23 basketball season!

Collegiate Basketball Officials Association (CBOA) Membership Value 
CBOA is an organization that, for the last 74 years, has not only 

provided opportunities for officials to grow and improve their officiating 
skills and build friendships that lead to being a good partner, but has 
also provided access to mentoring from experienced and nationally 
recognized giants in officiating. CBOA has delivered all manner of 
college basketball officiating assignments across all three divisions. 
As we all know, over the past 35 or 40 years, college officiating has 
undergone several significant changes, especially as conferences at 
every levels have assumed the main role in building officiating staffs and 
assigning games. The last several years have been no exception to that 
change, as conferences at the DII and DIII levels have taken an active 
role in selecting and building their staff and assigning games. As these 
changes have occurred, CBOA has evolved from the all-encompassing 
aforementioned provider to a more specific and important support role. 
While maintaining the aspects of growth and improvement and access 
to high-level and experienced mentors, CBOA has changed with the 
times, first offering liability insurance to members as part of our annual 
dues package and now, as the NCAA requires RefQuest subscriptions 
that provide that insurance, bringing more focus on providing training, 
mentoring and interpreter support to our members. It is in these respects 
that we have also partnered with IAABO to further develop up-and-
coming officials.

Today, CBOA provides the following benefits to our members:
• A broad range of experienced officials who continually learn from 

each other and mentor up-and-coming officials
• Interpreter support to regional DII and DIII Officiating Coordinator 

meetings
• College-rules-focused interpreters – provide regular rules quizzes 

and opportunities to review and learn from video plays; use the Ask the 
Interpreter link to submit specific rules questions to CBOA interpreters

• Focused interpreters that provide non-threatening opportunities to 
dig into play situations

• A special development focus on NCAA officials in their first through 
third years at the college level, as they transition from high school

• A strong partnership with IAABO that brings development resources 
to members

• Wide-ranging efforts, by all our members, to support and mentor 
JUCO officials looking to advance into DII and DIII

• Access to hundreds of experienced and knowledgeable mentors and 
resources to help develop better officiating skills as an IAABO board, 
Board 800

• A strong partnership with WCBOO that helps develop women’s 
officials

• Partnerships with DII and DIII Officiating Coordinators that require 
CBOA membership 

• Annual recognition of the outstanding DII or DIII program thru the 
Schoenfeld Sportsmanship Award

Conference or consortium staff officiating coordinators have done a 
good job of developing their staff members through camps and other 
practical opportunities. Many of those coordinators, primarily those 
affiliated with DII and DIII conferences, have indicated a desire to partner 
with CBOA as we focus on growing officials who have come through the 
high school ranks and are now ready for the next level. The opportunity 
to network with and learn from fellow officials to help us develop 
has never been more significant. The evolution of CBOA from an all-
encompassing player in basketball officiating to a training, development 
and rules interpreter supporter of the conference coordinators continues. 
Will you be a part of our success?

John Felker has been an IAABO member of 6 different 
boards for 45 years as he has moved locations in his 
Coast Guard career. He‘s been a CBOA member since 
2000 and was elected Baltimore-Washington Area 
Representative in 2016 and CBOA President in 2022. 



Genesis of IAABOU (continued from page 1)

the teaching material. Around that time, the IAABO team discovered a 
Northeastern University digital course online that used to teach students 
the basic rules so they could officiate intramural basketball. They made 
the rules a little more visual and a little easier to understand. The light 
bulb went off for the IAABO team, giving them a vision for what they 
really wanted the course took look like.

“She did an amazing job creating an eight-lesson course with a quiz at 
the end of each lesson. She did such a good job that I married her! Her 
name is Julie Bradstreet. That’s how it came about. She was the main 
driver,” Halliday chuckled.

“If it had been left up to me, it would have taken me two-three years to 
pull off what she did. She did it in a summer. She spent countless hours 
looking for pictures that would illustrate each concept in the course. Each 
year we would make improvements. We were always finding pictures or 
creating a new visual that would improve the content. In 2017, I showed 
the course to then Executive Director, Tom Lopes, and he asked me to 
present it at the IAABO Fall Seminar. The course quickly became the 
IAABO way of teaching prospective officials the rules of the game. 
After the class was released throughout IAABO, Julie Goupille, who 
is now Co-Interpreter, Board #150 (northern Maine), stepped forward 
and offered her expertise in improving the materials. She is tremendous 
with PowerPoint and really helped improve the visual aesthetics of the 
course. She went through each slide, made a list of pictures that could 
be improved, and elicited the help of her husband who is a professional 
photographer to go to games and get the shots we needed. She really took 
the course to a whole new level. Within a couple of years of presenting 
the course at the IAABO Fall Seminar, we had the entire course on the 
IAABO website, and by the time the pandemic hit we were in really good 
shape,” he added. 

A retired teacher, Joe Gabriel, IAABO Board #70 (Central 
Pennsylvania), put together the initial version after researching various 
programs to help TJ integrate the PowerPoint presentations into an online 
course. The first version had no audio. The current version now includes 
audio narration by the Co-Coordinators.

Gabriel added a pre-test at the start of the course to test the candidates’ 
knowledge, which helps to see what the candidates pick up and learn at 
the end of each lesson. You also could not move forward in the course 
until you completed each section in order.

“It’s much better now. You can stop, forward through the slides or go 
back. We’ve come a long way. There have been a lot of compliments. We 
should have done this a long time ago. Kudos to TJ and Julie Goupille,” 
he said.

“We have very few failures on the test anymore. That’s very good. We 
don’t want any trick questions,” Gabriel said.

TJ distributed the initial PowerPoint files to IAABO Interpreters 
to standardize their course presentations to local Boards. At the time, 
Goupille sat in on the class. “I’m a writer, and there were a few 
grammatical issues that popped out to me. The slides were also the old 
square aspect ratio. I knew I could use the space more effectively. Some 
of the photos were fuzzy and didn’t quite illustrate the game situations 
as well as they could, and I knew I had some really good pictures my 
husband had taken. My intent was to improve the lessons for our board’s 
candidate class,” she explained. 

Since her husband had professional photography experience and had 
taken photos at the previous state tournament in Maine, Goupille began 
sifting through the photos to see what could be applied to improve the 
presentations. She got to work and began sending the presentations to her 
board Interpreter Harry Orser, the day before each class.

“I was mortified to find out a month or so later that Harry had sent the 
‘fixed’ files down to TJ. I didn’t want anyone to be insulted or to think I 
thought the presentations weren’t any good. But, true to his character, TJ 
was open to the feedback and improvements. Being able to use so many 
photos of IAABO officials working the state tournament, was an added 
bonus,” she added.

“It was brilliant how Julie Bradstreet and TJ broke down the material 

rather than just teaching it in order, rules one through ten. I love doing 
this kind of work – taking something and making it just a bit better. Over 
the next two years, I added more photos my husband, Tim, took at the 
annual tournament. Now, probably about 80 percent of the photos are 
action shots taken in Bangor, Maine,” she said.

“TJ was the catalyst for the program. He was the brains behind it,” 
said IAABO’s Donnie Eppley, Director of Membership and Technology. 
“Joe developed the online course administration aspect. He’s the man. 
Without him we’d be in terrible shape. He makes it happen,” Eppley 
observed.

WCBOO U
The course has also spawned a version for women’s collegiate rules. In 

2021, WCBOO (Women’s Collegiate Basketball Officials’ Organization) 
was chartered as IAABO Board 801. 

“I learned about IAABO U in 2019 at a NASO conference in Spokane, 
Washington. It was there that I met Donnie Eppley. Teaching officials 
has always been my passion,” explains Kerry Donohue, Director of 
Education for WCBOO. “I had taught women’s collegiate rules courses 
in the past and was already using online learning as an educator. I knew 
this was something we had to adapt for WCBOO.”

A combined team effort by Kerry Donohue, Sheri Zappala (WCBOO 
Interpreter), Carl Small, Scott Berkins (both WCBOO Education Team 
members and WCBOO U Instructors) and Kelly Callahan that summer 
gave life to WCBOO U. The eight Federation rules classes of IAABO U 
were adapted to NCAA Women’s rules. Pictures were changed to show 
only girls’ or women’s players and slides added to address the different 
rules. The quizzes and exams were adapted. And finally, the classes were 
narrated to prepare them for the IAABO U platform. 

“Adding the visual and audio aspects to the course really helps our 
candidates absorb the information. It makes more sense to them because 
it is broken down by topic, instead of by rule. They are reading the 
rules book but retaining the information a lot better,” explains WCBOO 
Interpreter Sheri Zappala. “The other challenge is that our students are 
spread out all over the country. While that provides opportunities for them 
to network and advance their officiating careers, it is difficult to have 
the personal touch you get from classroom teaching. We’ve made up for 
that by using the Google Classroom platform and having Zoom sessions 
where the students can ask questions and interact with the instructors. 
The feedback we’ve gotten from our students has been phenomenal.”

Junior IAABO
The Junior IAABO program has been around for many years, giving 

teenagers an opportunity to get their “feet wet” through an extra-
curricular program typically led by IAABO-certified officials. The 
IAABO U curriculum has been a springboard for broadening that reach 
by re-thinking the approach.

With the help of an ad hoc committee, Julie Goupille created a 
30-module “crash course” of high school basketball rules that is hosted 
on the IAABO U platform but intended to be instructor-led. TJ Halliday 
was again instrumental in ensuring the outline of the curriculum made 
sense and was accurate. He also provided videos that were incorporated 
into the course. 

The course is intended for youth under the age of 18 who are interested 
in officiating, and uses a slightly different approach than IAABO U, with 
questions and videos to make the students really question what they know. 

“This gets us into the high schools” for exposure and recruiting, 
Eppley explained. “We’re just now getting started with the Junior 
IAABO program. Two schools have already picked up the program,” he 
continued. 

We’ve also had an official in Maine use the program twice, with much 
success, to train high school students for youth-level YMCA games. 

Every participant gets a free whistle with the Junior IAABO logo on 
it. There are striped shirts with the Junior IAABO logo on them available 
for purchase, to make program graduates look even more “official.” 

The program fee for Junior IAABO is very low, which improves access 
for younger, potential officials. 

IAABO Sportorials4
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Dave Simon has been an IAABO member since 1984. 
He currently resides in Merton, WI, and just finished 
his third year of observing high school officials in 
southeast Wisconsin.

IAABO U in numbers
Since July 1, 2022, over 1,500 new officials have enrolled in IAABO U. 

There are nearly 14,000 IAABO officials in the U.S. 
When new officials enroll in IAABO U, they are added to IAABO’s 

database – a positive in terms of enahncing the association’s ability to 
add members to its rolls. Enrolling does not guarantee membership, but 
the goal is to add them to IAABO’s database and feed them information 
like Sportorials and Inside the Lines to get them thinking about joining.

“The course is definitely a membership driver. With the course, you get 
the handbook and rules guide. There is a 90-day deadline to get through 
the entire curriculum, but we grant extensions as necessary,” Eppley said.

The cost for those taking the course – $50 – enables IAABO to keep its 
member fees at $35 annually (annual member fees have remained at $35 
since 2001). “We want to get the individuals taking the course to join as 
officials. We want to get them through the course and fill out our forms to 
join,” Eppley explained.

Once a newcomer has been added to IAABO’s database, Eppley finds 
the local Board and sends the individual’s email contact information 
to the local Board. He also sends the individual an email on where to 
purchase uniforms. “We’re doing everything we can to get them ready 
to go,” he said.

Former IAABO members looking to rejoin also have to go through 
IAABO U. “We want people to understand the rules, not rush through the 
class,” Eppley said.

With the changes to the course, next steps include “adding mechanics 
and on-court training, then we’ll be off and running,” Eppley observed.

Acceptance
While the new online university concept was not universally accepted 

by all IAABO Interpreters initially, progress has been seen in areas and 
has kept the program moving along. Younger officials, for example, often 
want to move at a faster pace, and the program allows that. IAABO U 
also helps with monitoring the progress of officials to know what they 
are absorbing. After completing modules, officials have the opportunity 
to ask questions.

During the middle of the pandemic, the team looked to narrate the 
classes. Using the narration feature in PowerPoint, the Co-Coordinators 
narrated each slide. Goupille then adjusted the animation on slides to 
coordinate with their voices.

“The outcome was fantastic. It was much more user-friendly at that 
point. You could listen AND see at the same time what each presentation 
was all about, and retain a lot more of the material,” she observed.

Goupille feels that if there was one good thing that came out of the 
pandemic, it was that people in general became much more familiar with 
and accepting of remote/online learning, and that was a good thing for 
IAABO U. “People had no choice but to become comfortable with remote 
learning during the pandemic. It was a good thing we had the course 
already up and running pre-Covid. The narrated version we released in 
the summer of 2020 took it to the next level. By the fall of 2020, no one 
was doing in-person classes. It was a stroke of luck, really, in terms of 
timing. We didn’t know we’d need it, but we did,” she said. 

In 2022-2023, the program has become more cutting edge, with 
most IAABO Boards using it as their primary training tool, combining 
with classroom teaching by local Interpreters. Local Interpreters and 
IAABO’s four Co-Coordinators are no longer out on their own; they have 
the curriculum to maintain consistency in teaching the rules.

Over the years, improvements have been made. Currently, the IAABO 
team is revamping the material to be consistent with Rules Guide 
language, adding video, improving pictures, and dividing the course 
into 20 lessons to mirror the 20 chapters in the Rules Guide. Goupille 
appreciates being able to apply her linguistic skills to the course. “I love 
working on this stuff. It’s like playing for me.” 

What you don’t know until you put the key in the ignition
As Addeo put it, “Taking the rules test is like taking your driver’s 

test. You don’t know anything about driving until you put the key in the 
ignition.” Once a candidate goes through IAABO U, the proof of rules 
knowledge is on the floor. 

“We don’t want to make rules testing a barrier. The test questions come 
from the material taught and reinforce it,” Addeo said. Following the test, 
floor training occurs. 

“Whether an official is in their first year or has been on the court for 40 
years, they need repetition. Our simulator test provides that. Officials get 
the convenience of taking the tests at home in front of their computers,” 
he added.

The value of IAABO U, according to Halliday, is that it makes him 
better as an Interpreter. “It shifts learning, so the students are better 
prepared when they come to class to ask more pertinent questions. We 
have better conversations.”

The program will continue to evolve. Rule changes are added as 
necessary, each year. There’s a push to add more lessons, simplify some 
of the language and build more deeply on some of the concepts. “When 
we go to IAABO’s annual seminar the course files are a great springboard 
for presentations because so much of the work is already done and 
prepared,” Halliday said.

Changes down the road will include new Points of Emphasis (POEs), 
rule changes, and the addition of video. TJ said he and his wife Julie go 
online to look for visual additions to enhance the material and update it 
every year.

“I believe IAABO U will make our officials better and more committed. 
This is a resource for them. We need to change with the times. We don’t 
want to ride a dinosaur. IAABO U is a team effort through the work of 
TJ Halliday, Julie Bradstreet, Donnie Eppley, Joe Gabriel, Julie Goupille 
and the team of Co-Coordinators,” Addeo said.

IAABOU

IAABO Nominating Committee

Letters of Nomination for the IAABO Executive Committee should be submitted to the Committee 
Chair, Barry Fuller, 142 Store Road, Bowdoin, ME 04287. The information may also be emailed to: 
echofarmwb@comcast.net. The nomination must be postmarked no later than Friday, March 17, 
2023. This is also the last date that the nominations may be emailed. Attention and consideration 
will be given only to those nominations that meet these practices and procedures

Dave Engelson, Eastern, Massachusetts  
Member, Nominating Committee
Rules Interpreter, MA Board #27
President MA State Board #15

14 “D” Street
Reading, MA 01867 

daveengelson@gmail.com

Barry Fuller, Bd. 21 Western, Maine 
Chairman, Nominating Committee 

Past President, IAABO 
Rules Interpreter, ME Board #21 

142 Store Road 
Bowdoin, ME 04287 

echofarmwb@comcast.net

Randy Traugott, Bd. 60 Rochester, NY 
Member, Nominating Committee

Secretary, NY Board #60
17 Silverknoll Drive

Rochester, NY 14624 
rtrau@rochester.rr.com

Valerie Light, Bd. 6 Central, CT 
Member, Nominating Committee 

Women’s Coordinating Committee
P.O. Box 391

Middletown, CT 06457
vilight22@gmail.com

Kim Levins, Bd. 105 State Board, VT 
Member, Nominating Committee 

President, Board #105
9 Kingsley Avenue
Rutland, VT 05701

klevins@naylorbreen.com
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Peter Gerardi
Peter is a 31-year IAABO member. 

His impressive resume includes 
leadership positions in Connecticut 
Boards 8 and 35, as well as Connecticut 
State Board 5, where he served as 
President. Peter played a significant 
role in forming Board 35 where he 
has served in leadership positions 
as Assignment Commissioner, 

Assistant Assignment Commissioner and Evaluation Chairman. 
He has also partnered with IAABO International in forming 
an Ad-Hoc committee comprised of female officials charged 
with developing and implementing initiatives for recruiting and 
training women officials in Connecticut.

TJ Halliday
TJ has been a Board 20 IAABO 

member for over 38 years. Over the 
course of his entire career, he has 
been an active contributor on and 
off the court. At the local level, TJ 
has provided leadership and support 
as Board Interpreter, Secretary 
and as representative to the Maine 
Basketball Council. He is also a past 

recipient of the Central Maine IAABO’s prestigious Jeff Jewett 
Award. TJ has worked and provided support at the national 
level, including serving as one of the four Co-Coordinators of 
Interpreters, developing the cutting-edge IAABO University 
program, and as a member of the IAABO Executive Committee. 
TJ is currently the IAABO Director of Learning and development.

Kenneth Hand
Ken is a 47-year IAABO member 

of Board 33 in New Jersey. He has 
served as the Board’s President, 
Cadet Supervisor and chaired many 
committees. Presently he is the editor 
of Board 33’s publication called 
“The Rebound.” Ken has received 
the coveted “Dominic Cuccinello 
Distinguished Service” and “Frank C. 

Corrigan” awards for his distinguished service to basketball and 
Board 33. He also received the “National Federation Officials” 
award for Men’s Basketball . Ken’s dedication and commitment 
to IAABO and Board 33 and the education of its members are his 
true showing of leadership.

IAABO Executive Committee Approves  
Life Membership Inductees for 2023

 
Frances Mitilieri

Fran has been an IAABO member 
of New York Boards 185 and 800 for 
37 years. She has been a trailblazer 
not only for the women of IAABO, 
but all IAABO officials since she 
first became a member. Fran has 
been a strong advocate for IAABO 
education, many times giving her 
time and knowledge to assist in 

training officials in mechanics and rules clinics. She has served as a 
Rules Interpreter for New York City Girls Board of Officials. Fran 
was also appointed Borough Supervisor for the Public Schools 
Athletic League of New York City, overseeing all aspects of boys’ 
basketball operations on Staten Island. She has also added Girls 
Supervisor to her resume. Fran continues to hold both positions.

 
Randy Traugott

Randy has been a member of New 
York IAABO Board 60 for 41 years, 
where he is currently serving as 
Secretary. He is also a Past President 
of the New York State Board 19, a 
longtime member of the Executive 
Committee and currently is serving 
as Board 19 Executive Secretary, 
a position he has held for several 

years. Randy has enthusiastically volunteered his time, energy 
and expertise in planning, coordinating and overseeing numerous 
Board events over the past 40 years. His involvement has included 
the Ronald McDonald House event, which has helped raise over 
$400,000 in its 37 years of existence.

Five candidates were presented to the Executive Committee for Honorary Life Membership at the Spring Meeting being held 
in Lancaster, PA. They were unanimously approved and will bestow Life Membership status on these individuals at the 2020 
Spring Meeting to be held in Ocean City, Maryland.



The email read, “Would anyone 
be interested in going to Iqaluit 
(pronounced ee-kha-loo-eet) to 
referee a basketball tournament?”

Board 210 from Kitchener-
Waterloo, Ontario was being asked 
to send six referees to officiate 
the annual Nunavut Basketball 
Association tournament. Well, this 
sounds interesting!

So, first things first – where is 
Iqaluit and what is its history?

Now, I knew Iqaluit is in 
northern Canada, but I wasn’t 
exactly sure where in the north. 
Turns out, Iqaluit is on Baffin Island in the Canadian Territory known 
as Nunavut. That’s roughly at the same latitude as Iceland. Prior to 
1987, Iqaluit was known as Frobisher Bay. The territory of Nunavut was 
established in 1999 and recognizes the indigenous people, the Inuit, who 
have long lived in northern Canada.

Iqaluit was established in 1914 as a Hudson Bay trading post and later 
became an important American air base during the Second World War. In 
the 1950’s, as a result of the Cold War with the Soviet Union, a line of 
radar stations known as the DEW Line (Distant Early Warning Line) was 
built. Iqaluit became the center for radar construction on Baffin Island 
and is now the largest city in northern Canada with just under 8,000 
residents.

Most of the appeal to consider this opportunity was the prospect of 
experiencing the unique geography and culture of the north. The tundra 
climate with long, cold winters (average high temperature of -24oF) and 
brief summers does not permit the growth of trees, so the landscape is 
very barren. December days are short with only five hours of daylight. 
It’s dark by 3:00 p.m. in the afternoon! June days are long with 20 hours 
of daylight.

Although most of the population is Inuit, many non-Indigenous people 
have moved in from southern Canada to work and have stayed. It is a 
different lifestyle to be sure.

A number of our board members were interested in participating, and 
six were ultimately selected. In total, there were to be 72 games played 
over three days, which meant we would each be officiating 12 games. 
Bring it on!

The Nunavut Basketball Association Tournament had run annually 
for many years, except for the past two years, due to Covid-19. It is 
U19 tournament for youth from communities including Rankin Inlet, 
Cambridge Bay, Whale Cove, Baker Lake, Arviat, Kimmirut, as well 
as two teams from Iqaluit. There were ten boys’ teams and four girls’ 
teams.

The teams flew in from all over the territory. For many of these 140 
athletes, it was the first time they’d left their community, not to mention 
their first time flying! All of the teams stayed and slept at the local high 
school; many volunteers provided food in the cafeteria for the participants 
during those the three days. 

Teen suicide is ten times higher in Nunavut than the Canadian average. 
There are many reasons for that, but involvement in sports has proven to 
be a positive outlet for adolescents. There are also a number of other sports 
programs throughout the territory in which the youth can participate.

Our contact for the tournament forewarned us to be flexible. We 
weren’t sure what that meant, but we would soon find out!

The journey to Iqaluit started on Thursday, December 1. The 
tournament was supposed to start Friday, so we flew from Toronto to 
Ottawa, where we stayed overnight before our early morning flight. 

Our entourage included Andy Hairsine, Mickey Poulin, Ross Eisele, 
Peter Walker, Brent Ready and myself; collectively, we had 125 years of 
experience in basketball officiating.

The “need to be flexible” was about to get real. Iqaluit had blizzard 

Referees Required: Basketball Tournament in Iqaluit, Nunavut
conditions on Thursday, so it 
looked like our early morning 
flight Friday was going to be 
cancelled. Our contact moved us to 
the afternoon flight, which would 
still have us arriving in time for the 
tournament tip-off at 5:00 p.m.

We eagerly loaded into the hotel 
shuttle and made our way to the 
airport in Ottawa. As we stood in 
line to check in, an announcement 
was made that both flights had 
been cancelled. Now we had to 
scramble get seats on one of the 
Saturday flights. Disappointed, we 

headed back to the hotel for another night.
Flexibility was required in Iqaluit as well. Although most teams had 

already arrived, one team was also delayed due to the weather. Friday’s 
games were cancelled, and the schedule was revised, but the tournament 
would go on despite that fact the officials wouldn’t be there until Saturday 
afternoon. Fortunately, there were local teachers who stepped in and 
officiated the Saturday morning games.

Saturday afternoon, we arrived on a very full Canadian North Airlines 
737. Someone met us at the airport, drove us immediately to the two 
different game sites where we changed into our uniforms and replaced 
the volunteer refs to a chorus of, “Thank goodness you’re here!” The 
final game that day finished at 8:00 pm.

Sunday was a full day of basketball beginning at 8:30 a.m. and 
concluded with both girls’ and boys’ finals late that afternoon. By the end 
of that day, we’d covered 42 games in a day and a half!

After the tournament presentations, the athletes had a last chance to 
choose from a variety of logo shirts and sweats before packing up and 
heading to the airport to catch their flights. Hopefully, they left with new 
friendships and good memories.

As officials, we were all impressed with the caliber of basketball 
that was played. The coaches, most of whom were teachers in their 
communities, had been welcoming and appreciative of our being there to 
officiate. All of the organizers were very hospitable.

Sunday night we enjoyed dinner together at the only open (and 
expensive!) restaurant in town. 

IAABO Sportorials8

Left to right, Brent Ready, Mickey Poulin, Peter Walker, Ross Eisele, 
Andy Hairsine and Steve Lance
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Iqaluit, Nunavut
Our flight back to Ottawa was not scheduled until 6:30 Monday 

evening, so we had the day to explore Iqaluit. We wandered around town, 
helped push an ATV out of a snowbank and checked out the Visitor’s 
Center where we were entertained by the local attendant. We were 
probably the only visitors he had all day; life in the north!

Out of curiosity, we went to a grocery store to check out the price of 
food. It is expensive to live in Iqaluit, as everything must be shipped in 
by air or sea. A package of cheese was $21.69. A frozen pizza was $19.49. 
A pineapple was $8.99!

All of their electricity is provided by diesel generators. Buildings are 
all built on steel stilts embedded in the rock. A concrete foundation would 
simply heave and crack.

Our contact, Dave, picked us up after lunch and all six of us piled into 
his truck for a tour of the area. Just outside of town is a small, isolated 
community that featured an old Hudson Bay trading post (incorporated 
1670). It looked to have been closed for many years! 

Many of the people we talked to had come from southern Canada 
to work in Iqualuit and ended up settling, marrying, and raising their 
families there.

Iqaluit means “place of many fish” and is the political and business hub 

Stephen Lance first began as an IAABO member in 
2014. He currently resides in Kitchener-Waterloo, 
Ontario, Canada, and just completed his 20th year 
officiating high school basketball.

of Nunavut. In the spring and summer, visitors travel here for its art and 
cultural festivals. Inuit art and sculpture is very popular. 

In addition, visitors come for its many parks and wildlife including 
polar bears, walrus, caribou, wolves and arctic fox. Sport fishing is also 
a big draw.

Although we were scheduled to leave at 6:30 p.m., the flight was 
delayed to accommodate one passenger arriving from another remote 
community to make this connecting flight to Ottawa. Flexible, did you 
say?

Our time in Iqaluit had been short but we unanimously agreed that it had 
been a great experience. The camaraderie of getting to know each other on 
a different level was an added bonus to the trip. Our only disappointment 
was that it had been too cloudy to see the Northern Lights! 

The NBA’s Toronto Raptors have the motto “We the North,” but I 
think Nunavut truly owns that slogan.

Robert (“Bobby”) Pugh, Professor 
Emeritus at Mercer County Community 
College (MCCC), is grateful for many things 
– especially the experiences he had during his 
teaching and coaching career at MCCC. Pugh 
retired in 2018 after 46 years as a professor in 
the college’s Division of Science and Health 
Professions and coordinator for Health and 
Fitness.

Pugh and his wife, Brenda, have established 
an endowed scholarship that marks their 
continued support of the institution that has 
given them so much. The Robert and Brenda 
Pugh Scholarship will be awarded annually 
to a continuing full-time MCCC student 
(sophomore) studying Exercise Science, Health Professions, or Education.

This is just one more chapter in Pugh’s extraordinary story of service to 
MCCC. He has been hailed as the “heart and soul” of health, wellness and 
physical fitness at the college, helping thousands of students physically 
and mentally through exercise.

In recognition of his contributions, the college renamed its fitness 
center in Pugh’s honor in 2019. The Robert L. Pugh Fitness Center boasts 
20 new pieces of equipment, along with shock resistant flooring and new 
lighting, thanks to a fundraising campaign spearheaded by Pugh.

A local Hamilton resident, Pugh works out regularly at the center that 
now bears his name. “I am proud of this facility,” he said. “It’s clean and 
well-maintained. The staff is doing an excellent job.”

According to John Simone, MCCC Athletics Director and Assistant 
Dean for Student Services, Pugh has left an indelible mark at the college. 
“Bob has been the most significant mentor in Mercer history – to our 
college presidents, faculty, staff, and most especially to our students,” 
Simone said. “To this day, Bob’s most frequent comment is, “If you need 
anything, let me know.’”

Clearly, MCCC remains close to Pugh’s heart. “Mercer has a special 
place in my life. I met a lot of people, made a lot of friends, and worked 
with a lot of students,” he said. “I enjoyed my years as a teacher and my 
relationships with colleagues and students. The 46 years zipped by.”

Pugh’s belief in Mercer students was cemented early on. “I learned 
that students want to succeed but sometimes face challenges that make 
it harder for them. They would be working two or three jobs. Sometimes 
they couldn’t afford the textbook; I bought a lot of textbooks for students 
over the years,” he recalls.

Bob Pugh, Board 193 Continues Commitment to Mercer
Pugh was also influential outside the 

classroom. For most of the 1970s, he was 
an assistant coach for men’s basketball 
under legendary head coach Howie Landa, 
including the 1973 and 1974 seasons when 
the Vikings claimed the national title.

Pugh pushed his players to attend class 
and stay in school. He also let them know 
that he cared about their futures. “We did 
little things,” he recalled. “Brenda would 
make them bag lunches when they went to 
away game. The whole athletics staff pitched 
in.”

According to Pugh, those little acts of 
kindness made a huge difference. “I saw how 

much it meant to students to get a helping hand. It let them know we 
believed in them. Many thanked me when they graduated.

Pugh emphasizes that he had his own cheer squad: his wife of 48 years. 
“Brenda was the backbone of everything I did. I wouldn’t have had the 
success I did without her unwavering support, love and willingness to 
roll up her sleeves. She brought wisdom and creativity to every project.”

According to Pugh, MCCC became a family affair. “We raised three 
beautiful daughters, and Mercer became like a second home to them. 
They attended summer camp and, as they got older, worked at the fitness 
center and took college classes,” he said.

“I always thought that if I were in the position to be able to help out 
more, I was going to do it. This scholarship is a way to continue to help 
students advance, first by getting their associate degree and then going 
on for their bachelor’s,” Pugh said, adding that he is looking forward to 
meeting the recipients of his scholarship at awards events hosted by the 
MCCC Foundation.

In addition to his work with students, Pugh served as MCCC’s Faculty 
Association president for 15 years. In 2016, he was selected for the 
college’s Distinguished Teaching Award, an honor bestowed annually at 
Commencement based on nominations by students and fellow professors.

Pugh has also been honored with several awards for his decades of 
work with the New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic Association 
(NJSIAA) in recognition of his outstanding contributions to high school 
basketball as a rules interpreter and referee assigner. He continues to 
assign DIII games for the NJAC (New Jersey Athletic Conference).

Courtesy of News @ MCC, https://mccc.edu/pr/General/2022/
PughScholarship.html

Pugh, pictured with his family, (l to r) daughters, Lisa, Nicole, wife, 
Brenda and daughter, Kelly at MCCC’s Robert L. Pugh Fitness 
Center named in his honor.
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Board 6 Loses a Giant
We are saddened to inform you that 

recently, our member Dean DeAngelis 
passed away. Dean had just completed 
his 50th year as a Board 6 member and 
received his IAABO 50-yr member gift. He 
was Past President in 1998-99, received the 
State IAABO Board Lomme award in 2020, 
and the Sandy Hoffman Service Award 
and IAABO Foundation Chair in 2021 with 
brother/member Dennis. 

Dean is best known as an excellent official and a long serving 
member of the Scalise Training Committee where he trained and 
mentored many Board 6 members. Dean also served on many 
other Board 6 committees. 

Dean never turned back a game, no matter the level. He was a 
true soldier for all past and current Assignment Commissioners. 

Pregame Warm-up - It’s More Important Than You Think 
I have often written about the importance of pregame stretching to 

reduce the incidents of muscle pulls during a game. But what I mean 
here by “Pregame Warm-up” goes beyond stretching in the locker room 
before the game. It also involves some warm-up routines that you can 
and should consider once you are on the court before the game actually 
starts. Before getting into the details, let me make one particular point: 
you shouldn’t assume that you can come to your game site right after 
work and go on the court to observe the players and do your due diligence 
without doing proper warm-ups. This oversight is what often leads to 
injury that could keep you out of action and cost you some games. With 
that in mind, let’s get into the details of a proper pre-game warm-up.

Stretching in the locker room
This is a topic we have revisited many times, but it’s still worth talking 

about. Try to get to your game early enough to allow sufficient time to 
do a full set of pre-game stretches to loosen up and improve flexibility 
of key muscles to prevent injury. This is especially important as you get 
older, and many of us are getting up in years. But even if you’re young 
and consider yourself in very good physical shape, you should still do 
pre-game stretches, because a pulled muscle can happen at any time. 
You can find my previous articles on this topic by clicking on the titles 
below:

On-court pre-game warm-up suggestions
Here is something I learned a long time ago from John Basso and his 

pre-game routine and have since seen other fellow officials do the same. 
First, when you get on the court, do your due diligence – i.e., count the 
number of players on each team, look for anyone wearing jewelry or 
other prohibited items, or having improper uniform elements, complete 
your conference at the table (if you’re the R) and the coaches’/captains’ 
meeting. Once you finish all of that, go to your observation position and 
start jogging down the sideline and then walking back to your position 
and repeating the process, increasing your speed until you feel properly 
warmed-up. Now, if you are going to do this – and I recommend that 
you do – keep observing the players who are warming up. Don’t take 
your eyes off of them. It’s the same technique that you’re supposed to 
use when going down court in transition – i.e., run forward but look 
back over your shoulders at the action on the court. Here’s an example 
of why this is important. At a playoff game last year, I was doing my 
sideline jogging warm-up and saw a player dunk the ball. I told the 
player, “This will not work. Don’t dunk and tell your teammates not 
to dunk either.” A little while later he dunked again – intentionally. I 
had already warned him, so I felt I had no alternative but to issue a 
“T” to that player. My partner agreed with my decision. This was the 
first time for me in 31 years that I had to start a game with a technical 
foul – admittedly something we all would prefer to avoid. An opponent 
of the dunking player made the technical foul free throws to take a 2-0 
lead before the game began. It didn’t affect the outcome as that team 
very quickly rushed out to a 25-2 lead. That aside, my main point is 
that I jogged up and down the sideline to warm-up and kept my eyes on 
the players all during that time. Imagine if I hadn’t. Everybody else in 
the gym except me would have seen that player dunk during warm-ups 
and the opposing coach would have been justified in being upset that I 
didn’t catch it. 

Does all of this warming up work?
I can tell you from personal experience that it absolutely does. I have 

always done my pre-game stretching and on-court warm-ups – except 
for one game at which I was the R and had to spend some extra time 
at the table getting the book sorted out. As a result I didn’t have time 
to do my on-court warm-up routine and, wouldn’t you know, I pulled 
a hamstring. That’s the one and only time I didn’t warm-up fully and I 
paid the price. So, take my advice: warm-up properly!

Other preventive measures
Consider compression socks. They help your legs stay fresh and help 

keep lactic acid from building up. Such build-up often causes cramps. 

Another idea is to wear leggings under your referee pants to keep your 
legs warm while running. This helps prevent muscle pulls and cramps. 

Why ask the coaches “the three questions?”
By rule (2-4-5), during the coaches’/captains’ meeting, we are 

supposed to: “... verify with the head coach, prior to each contest, that 
his/her team members’ uniforms and equipment are legal and will be 
worn properly, and that all participants will exhibit proper sporting 
behavior throughout the contest.” For years I wondered why this rule 
even existed. I learned the reason at an IAABO national meeting where 
the national interpreter explained. There is a valid medical/legal reason 
for the rule requiring these questions to be asked of the coaches. By 
having the coaches verify, we transfer the responsibility for ensuring 
compliance from the officials to the coaches, thereby shielding officials 
from potential liability should a player become injured as a result of 
another player wearing prohibited equipment or other items. 

Suppose a player is wearing earrings and gets hurt or accidentally 
lacerates another player’s face because of the earrings. 

Or consider this: headbands that go around the entire head are legal. 
However, some players might tie a headband with a knot at the back of 
their heads. These are NOT legal. If a player falls and hits the back of his 
or her head, that knot can push on the spinal cord and, believe it or not, 
cause paralysis. That area of the head is near where the brain and spinal 
cord connect – i.e., at the medulla oblongata, which helps control things 
like heartbeat, breathing and blood pressure. The last thing you want to 
see is an injury to that area. Again, if the officials have the coaches verify 
the legality of the players’ uniforms and equipment, the officials are no 
longer liable for what might happen as a result of non-compliance. It 
is on the coaches. Keep this in mind whenever you do your coaches’/
captains’ meeting and don’t pass on asking “the three questions” and 
getting an affirmative response from both coaches.

The bottom line
Take care of yourself on and off the court before, during and after the 

game. If you do, you will greatly reduce the chances of suffering a leg injury 
that could keep you off the court for a length of time. Nobody wants that.

You can find my previous articles on this topic by clicking on the 
titles below:

Preventing Calf Muscle Injuries
Protecting Your Quads and Hamstrings 

Dr. Dan Davis has been a member of IAABO since 1991 
and was president of IAABO Board 10 New Haven CT 
for the 2019-20 season.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/52m7u6nirw46clu/Preventing%20Calf%20Muscle%20Injuries.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/v0q1m7bqbibtkii/Protecting%20your%20Quads%20and%20Hastrings.pdf?dl=0
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IAABO 290 is doing its part in the community 
by making $250 donations to four different 
charitable organizations. The American Cancer 
Society, the Bea Gaddy Family Center, the 
Maryland Food Bank, and Meals On Wheels.

Stories from the Road – “In the Beginning”
Have you ever been asked, “How did you become a basketball 

official?” I have heard that question and asked it more times than I have 
missed traveling calls over my 50-year basketball officiating career. 
What’s a pivot foot anyway? Kindly indulge me as I tell you my story of 
how I became a zebra.

It was the summer of 1972, and I had just finished my high school 
basketball career at Palisades Park High School. We had just won our 
school’s first basketball league championship under the incredible 
leadership and coaching of John Wendelken (I learned after graduation 
he was an IAABO official), a legendary player at The College of the Holy 
Cross in Worcester, Massachusetts. That season was Coach Wendelken’s 
first year as coach of the Palisades Park Tigers. Under his leadership I 
had earned the job of starting point guard. I only played junior varsity and 
freshman during my first three years of high school. 

After the basketball season, I had applied, was accepted and ready to 
attend St. Peter’s College, now University in Jersey City, New Jersey, 
“knowing” I was going to the NBA as a player after my basketball career 
at St. Peter’s was over. 

My parents didn’t go to college; I would be the first in my family. As 
you’ve probably already figured out (since you didn’t collect my “baseball 
card”) I sat on the bench for two years at St. Peter’s and only played when 
the game was well past over. At 5’11”, 155 pounds and turtle slow, I would 
not be replacing Walt “Clyde” Frazier as point guard for the New York 
Knicks. I simply wasn’t destined for the NBA as a player, but as a ref I 
thought? I am jumping ahead of my story. Key word: “jumping.” 

The summer of 1972, right before I entered St. Peter’s, I was playing in 
the local summer league. My team, The National Bank of Palisades Park 
(my dad, with only an eighth-grade education, was the president of the 
bank, and an incredibly kind, hardworking, caring and wonderful man 
who sponsored the team) was playing in the championship game. My 
very conservative and proud dad in the stands was watching and cheering 
us on. With eight seconds left in the game and down by one point, I 
received the final inbounds pass of the game from Nicky Albanese. I 
dribbled in the backcourt, heading toward our basket in the hope of our 
team scoring and winning the game. I threw a pass to Ralph DiGiacomo 
who was in the front court and wide open. Ralph wanted no part of the 
last second shot, so he passed the ball back to me. As the pass sailed 
through the hot summer air towards me, I jumped in the air from the 
backcourt, caught the ball and landed in the front court. As I began my 
drove to hoop, I heard a whistle! YOU MAKE THE CALL!

I didn’t know the rule, but IAABO Board #33 official Tom Guy did. He 
immediately blew his Acme Thundered when I caught the ball in the front 
court. (And by the way, are you old enough to remember whistles had 
a pee in them in those days? Google it, they were not like the amazing 

Fox40’s of today.) Mr. Guy correctly called a backcourt violation. I am 
usually a polite and humble person, as my dad had taught me well, or so 
he thought. But in this case, I lost it. I “explained” to Mr. Guy why his call 
was wrong using words that would not be found in Webster’s Dictionary. 
For my outburst I was promptly and deservedly given a technical foul. 
I followed Mr. Guy’s serving me a “Tee,” by punting the ball onto the 
Central Boulevard School roof. There were still about five seconds 
left in that game. After being properly scolded by my very upset and 
embarrassed dad who was still sitting in the stands, in the summer heat, 
wearing his blue Brooks Brothers suit, I was sent by him to apologize to 
Mr. Guy. And that’s where the story truly begins. 

Mr. Guy was so incredible, especially after what I had done on the 
court to him. He looked me right in the eye and smiled. I will NEVER 
forget it. He said, “Young man, if you ever want to learn the rules and 
perhaps become a ref one day, give me a call, I would love to teach you 
the referee part of this great game.” He gave me his number. How very 
kind of him, I thought. What a great “Guy.” Several days later I did 
exactly that – I called him. After apologizing again, he invited me to 
meet him for lunch. Mr. Guy told me about IAABO Board #33, and I was 
very interested. I began the process to become an IAABO REFEREE. 
As the months went by, I took the Board #33 classes led by legendary 
officials, Austin MacArthur, George Sawyer, and later on Edgar Cartotto. 
I passed the written test and on-site tests. As I sat on the St. Peter’s bench 
that season, I watched the refs more than I watched my team. I thought 
to myself, I will get to the NBA, but as a referee. That never happened, 
though I did get close. I have been truly blessed in so many ways on this 
incredible “road” ever since.

Tom Guy and I worked my first high school varsity game together at 
Glen Rock High School. We have remained lifelong friends to this day. 
He is retired, living in Arizona, surrounded by his kids and grandkids. 
As for me, I have met incredible people and made lifelong friends. From 
the NBA’s finest to average refs like me. The common thread amongst 
the thousands of “zebras” I have met is that the successful ones are 
HUMBLE, FAIR, KIND and FIERCELY LOYAL, just like Tom Guy!!!!

In my next “STORY FROM THE ROAD” I will begin to share the 
lessons taught to me by officiating legends with whom I’ve had the 
privilege of working. 

Dr. Ed Meier, Bd 33 is in his 50th year of officiating. Ed started while 
sitting the bench at St. Peter’s and officiated the Rucker League & 
Continental Basketball Association while Phil Jackson was coaching 
eventually advancing to the NCAA women’s collegiate level. 
Served as the Ivy League and Northeast Conference Coordinator of 
Women’s basketball officials for 24 seasons and still works Division 
III NCAA women’s basketball and observes for the NCAA.
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In Plane Sight 
A question on this year’s IAABO Refresher Test regarding verticality 

got me thinking about the types of planes involved in officiating 
basketball. Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines a plane as a “surface 
in which, if any two points are chosen, a straight line joining them 
lies wholly in that surface.” To state that definition simply, a plane is 
a flat, two-dimensional surface. The word plane, used with horizonal, 
vertical, boundary or on its own, is stated more than 30 times in the 
NFHS Rules Book. You find the term in rules for backboards, the basket 
ring, uniforms, guarding, verticality, screening, violations, warnings and 
technical fouls. 

Let’s test our knowledge on a few NFHS rules that involve planes. 

1. The nearest edge of the free-throw line is 15 feet from the front 
plane of the backboard. Is this correct? NO (IAABO Rules Guide – 
1:1:Q; NFHS – 1-6). It is 15 feet from the farthest edge of the free-throw 
line to the front plane of the backboard. 

2. The front plane of the backboard is perpendicular to the floor 
and four feet from the end line. Is this correct? YES (IAABO Rules 
Guide – 1:2:J; NFHS – 1-8-1).

3. The nearest point of the inside edge of the basket ring must be 
five inches from the front plane of the backboard. Is this correct? 
NO (IAABO Rules Guide – 1:3:E; NFHS – 1-11-1). It must be six inches 
from the front plane of the backboard. 

4. The first and last letters of lettering above a number on a jersey 
must be on the same horizonal plane and must not extend below the 
plane that extends through the top of the number. Is this correct? 
YES (NFHS – 3-4-4c).

5. B-2 obtains an initial legal guarding position as A-1 drives 
toward the basket. B-2 jumps with arms raised and within their 
vertical plane in an attempt to block the try of A-1, who is now an 
airborne shooter. The official rules this a legal guarding position. Is 
the official correct? YES (IAABO Rules Guide – 10:1:D; NFHS – 4-23-
3d, 4-45-3/4).

6. Screener A-3 has a stance that is shoulder-width apart but is 
leaning forward, outside of their vertical plane. B-2, who is guarding 
A-2, contacts A-3 in the torso. The official calls a team-control foul 
for an illegal screen. Is the official correct? YES (IAABO Rules Guide 
– 10:6:A,Table 10-2; NFHS 4-40-2d).

7. A-2 is driving to attempt a lay-up. B-3 has both feet on the floor, 
has extended their arms within their vertical plane, and is facing 
A-2. As A-2 becomes airborne, A-2 extends their left arm, clears out 
B-3’s right arm, and scores. The official rules this was legal contact 
by A-2. Is the official correct? NO (IAABO Rules Guide – 10:5:E; 
NFHS – 4-45-5).

8. When administering a jump ball, the toss must be in a plane 
that is at right angles with the sidelines. Is this correct? YES (IAABO 
Rules Guide – 7:5:E; NFHS – 6-3-4).

9. After the opening jump ball is tossed, but before jumpers A-1 
and B-1 touch the ball, non-jumper B-2’s right foot breaks the plane 
of the center restraining circle. The official rules this legal. Is the 
official correct? NO (IAABO Rules Guide – 7:5:H; NFHS – 6-3-5.a). 
This is a jump-ball violation. Team A is awarded the ball for a throw-in 
at the spot nearest to where the violation occurred.

10. A-2 releases the ball on an end-line throw-in. Before the ball 
crosses the boundary plane, B-2 extends their arms through the 
inbounds side of the boundary plane but does not contact the ball. 
The official issues a warning for delay on B-2 and re-administers the 
throw-in. Is the official correct? NO (IAABO Rules Guide – 9:5:A; 
NFHS – 7-6-4, 9-2-10). It is legal for a defender to reach through the 
boundary plane once the ball is released.

11. While their free throw is still in flight, free thrower A-1 steps 
back and their right foot breaks the vertical plane of the free-throw 
semicircle line. The official rules this legal. Is the official correct? NO 
(IAABO Rules Guide – 13:1:A; NFHS – 9-1-3.e). This is a free-throw 
violation on the free thrower.

12. B-5, in a marked lane space along the free-throw lane, leans 
over and breaks the vertical plane of the free-throw lane line with 
their upper body and arms before A-1 releases the ball on a free 
throw. The official rules a delayed free-throw violation. Is the official 
correct? NO (IAABO Rules Guide – 13:4:M; NFHS – 9-1-3.g).

13. After a goal by Team B, thrower A-2 is four feet behind and 
moving parallel to the endline. A-2 releases the pass and A-3, who is 
standing inbounds, catches the ball before it crosses the boundary 
plane. The official rules a throw-in violation. Is the official correct? 
YES (IAABO Rules Guide – 9:3:F; NFHS – 9-2-3).

14. Before A-2 releases a throw-in pass, B-2 reaches through 
the boundary plane and touches the ball. No prior warning has 
been issued to Team B. The official issues a warning to B-2 and 
readministers the throw-in. Is the official correct? NO (IAABO Rules 
Guide – 9:5:A, Penalty; NFHS – 9-2 penalty (3), 10-4-10). This is a 
player technical foul and counts toward personal and team foul totals.

15. In the second quarter, B-2, in a marked lane space, receives 
a warning for delay for contacting free thrower B-1. In the third 
quarter, B-3 receives a warning for reaching through the boundary 
plane prior to the ball being released on a throw-in by A-3. Is this 
correct? NO (IAABO Rules Guide – 19:1:B, 19:2:A; NFHS – 4-47-
1, 4-47-2, 10-2-1.c/d). This is a team technical foul for their second 
warning for delay. The foul counts toward the team foul total.

David Futey is a member of IAABO Colorado Board 4, 
Area 6 and IAABO Board 801, the Women’s Collegiate 
Basketball Officials Organization (WCBOO) Education 
Team. He resides in Colorado Springs. 

It’s a Family Affair

George Geatz prepares to work a game with his sister Karen 
Iames (l) and her daughter Karen Detrick (r), all members of 
Board 204 MD.
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Injury Substitutions
With the recent events that took place involving NFL player Damar 

Hamlin, the importance of player safety and health in all sports has 
received an appropriate spotlight. As officials, our attention to detail in 
coverage areas and being constantly diligent within the visual confines 
of the court during live and dead ball situations is a must. The situation 
of a coach or bench personnel coming onto the court is one where 
officials need to know the rule and be able to apply it correctly in terms 
of substitution procedure requirements after the player has received 
appropriate medical attention.

The rule states that a substitution must be made when a member of 
bench personnel has been beckoned and comes onto the floor (Rule 3-3-
6, Case Book Play 3.3.6 Situation B). Beckoning is required by rule and 
when severe injuries occur, so officials should be quick to beckon bench 
personnel. It is essential to maintain good coach/official communication 
throughout the game. If time and situation permit, the table-side official 
should be able to communicate to the coach that if the coach enters the 
playing court, a substitution will be required. The coach can keep the 
player in the game by using a time-out if the situation can be resolved 
and the player is ready to play when the time-out ends. 

Guidance on the decision to ensure player safety and the decision of 
whether bench personnel should be beckoned onto the court can be found 
in the IAABO Manual, on pages 21, and 89-90. It states that if a player 
requires immediate attention, the game should be stopped immediately 
to beckon appropriate personnel. It also states that if the location of the 
injured player causes a safety concern for players, the game should be 
stopped. If an injured player does not require immediate attention and 
a scoring attempt is imminent, officials should allow play to continue 
until the team is no longer attempting to score before stopping play to 
address the injury situation. Lastly, during an injury delay, teams should 
be directed to their respective bench areas until play can resume.

The next part of applying this rule is when the injured player can re-
enter the game. The injured player may not enter the game until the clock 
has properly started (Rule 3-3-4). The injured player’s substitute will 
shoot the free throws to which the injured player is entitled, if applicable, 
unless no substitute is available. When that is the case, any teammate of 
the injured player may attempt the free throw(s) (Rule 8-2-2). 

In injury situations, it is important to be aware that both the coach 
and the officials have the same objective in applying the appropriate 
procedures required by rule. The top priorities are to always ensure 
player safety and to maintain the integrity of the game.

Jeremy Cantrell has been an IAABO member since 
2015. He has officiated for 16 years overall in three 
states and also works at the junior college level. He 
currently resides in Rangely, Colorado where he is a 
part of Board 4 and Area 15.

Clock Awareness
An official’s awareness of the amount of time left in the game and/

or on the shot clock is a must. The best officials develop a routine for 
checking the clock.

As a crew, we must take steps to be aware of the clocks. We should 
never assume our partners have the answer.

Here are some guidelines for Crew of 3, to ensure you will always 
have the answer.

Situational cues and spots on the floor can serve as a reminder to check 
the game and shot clocks. 

A few examples of situational cues would be to check the clocks:
• after a change in possession,
• after putting the ball in play,
• after every shot attempt,
• before and after the ball is inbounded,
• immediately after each whistle, and
• whenever the ball goes out of bounds.
We can also use the actual spots on the floor to remind us to check the 

clocks. It’s important to remember that if you have engaged matchups in 
your PCA, those should be your primary focus. Use these reminders when 
there aren’t engaged or competitive matchups to focus on in your PCA.

Lead to Trail:
Glance at the game and/or shot clock every time you:
• cross the free-throw line extended in the backcourt,
• cross the division line, and
• reach the 28-foot mark in the frontcourt.
Center to Center:
Glance at the game and/or shot clock every time you:
• transition down the court after a change in possession,
• cross the division line, and
• reach the free-throw line extended, in the frontcourt.
Trail to Lead:
Glance at the game and/or shot clock when you:
• begin your transition down the court,
• cross the division line, and
• reach the end line.
When there is little time left on the clock, communicating with your 

partners will ensure that the crew is on the same page. Trusting your 
partners and the guidelines in place will provide the proper coverage. 
Remember – every official should be aware of the amount of time 
remaining in the quarter/period and be alert for timer’s signal. 

Some ways to do this are (IAABO Manual, page 88):
• With one-minute remaining, it is recommended that officials raise 

an index finger in the air.
• The official (Trail or Center) opposite the scorer’s table is responsible 

for the last-second try, so this official should indicate responsibility by 
placing a hand on their chest.

• Only sound the whistle to signify the end of the quarter/period to 
rule that a try was NOT released before the signal to end the period.

• Use time-outs near the end of any quarter/period to communicate 
the coverage for any last-second try for a goal.

It’s essential to develop a routine, and this comes with practice. Apply 
these guidelines in your next game and watch how your clock awareness 
increases. Remember – what separates prepared officials from those who 
aren’t is having the information when they need it.

of every Spring Meeting – the annual Life Membership Luncheon. At that 
time, five dedicated members of our organization will be presented with 
IAABO’s highest honor in a can’t-miss event. This event is only $50 per 
person and attendees should plan to register early. This year’s honorees 
are TJ Halliday, Bd. 20 ME, Kenneth Hand, Bd. 33 NJ, Peter Gerardi, 
Bd. 35 CT, Randy Traugott, Bd. 60 NY, and Frances Mitilieri, Bd. 195 NY. 

IAABO, Inc., is requesting your assistance to offset some of the 
costs involved with hosting the IAABO Annual Spring Meeting. Ads 
for the meeting program ad book can be purchased if copy is received 
by April 10th. Visit the web site for pricing and additional information.

So, mark your calendars for April 26-30 and plan now to join us 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania for a weekend of fun, camaraderie, and 
thoughtful discussion about the future of IAABO! We look forward to 
seeing you there.

Spring Meeting (continued from page 1)

Markus Davis, is a member of IAABO Board 12 DC. He 
has been officiating for 6 years.





2023 Spring Meeting

2023 Annual Spring Meeting Schedule
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

 
Thursday, April 27, 2023
6:00 PM Executive Committee (Closed Session)
Friday, April 28, 2023
8:30-8:45 AM  Welcome
8:45-10:00 AM  Audit and Budget Committee
 Rules Examination Committee
 Board Relations & Policy Committee
10:10-11:00 AM  Membership Committe
  Women’s Coordinating Committee 
11:00-11:45 AM  Officials Education and Development Committee
1:00-1:45 PM Life Membership Committee
 IAABO Foundation Meeting
 Nomination Committee  
1:55-3:45 PM Secretaries Roundtable
 IAABO Corporate Structure
 Recruiting and Retention
 IAABO University Workshop                   
Saturday, April 29, 2023
8:30-8:45  AM Welcome
8:45-9:15 AM Keynote speaker
9:20-9:50 AM Executive Committe (Open)
9:50-10:25 AM  Constitution Committee
10:30-11:15 AM  Sportsmanship - Officially Human
11:15-11:45 AM  Legal Update 
12:30 PM Membership Luncheon
Sunday, April 30, 2023
8:30 AM General Assembly Meeting, Elections, Awards

2023 Spring Meeting
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

The annual IAABO Spring Meeting is scheduled to take place 
April 26-30, 2023 at the Lancaster Marriott at Penn Square located 
in beautiful Lancaster, Pennsylvania. The hotel, located at 25 South 
Queen Street, Lancaster, PA, will be offering a special rate for all 
IAABO attendees. Reservations can be made by contacting the hotel 
directly at 717.239.1600 and asking for the “IAABO Room Rate.” 

So, mark your calendars for April 26-30 and plan now to join us 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania for a weekend of fun, camaraderie, and 
thoughtful discussion about the future of IAABO! We look forward 
to seeing you there.

All members of IAABO are encouraged to attend as there is no fee.
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Golf Registration 
Thursday, April 27, 2023 

9:00 AM Shotgun start 
Conestoga County Club 

$135/Golfer 
includes breakfast buffet and lunch, 

cocktail hour and a golf gift

24th Annual 
IAABO Life Membership Luncheon
Saturday, April 29, 2023 - 12:30 PM 
Lancaster Marriott at Penn Square

No. of registrant(s)____@ $50/person=_____

Name of Registrant(s)___________________ 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
______________________________________

Board No. ____________________
Send check and form to: IAABO, Inc., P.O. Box 355, Carlisle, PA 17013

Make check payable to: IAABO, Registration Deadline: April 10, 2023

Send check and form to: IAABO, Inc., P.O. Box 355, Carlisle, PA 17013 
Registration Deadline: April 10, 2023

Note: Each IAABO members is entitled to one guest 
(spouse/significant other). Additional guests are invited 
at a cost of $25.00 each.

Send check and form to: IAABO, Inc., P.O. Box 355, Carlisle, PA 17013 
Make check payable to: IAABO, Registration Deadline: April 10, 2023

Name: ________________________________

Total Enclosed: ___________

List Members of Foursome:

1. __________________________________

2. __________________________________

3. __________________________________

4. __________________________________                 

Name: ______________________________ 
 
Board Number: ____________ 
 
Number of Guests: _______________

Spouse/Guest Breakfast 
Friday, April 28, 2023, 9 AM

Foursomes who wish to play together should be specified on 
the registration form. Make full payment for the foursome listed 
below:
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Condolences to Bd. 33 NJ, on the passing of our member, Joseph Gyenes; Bd. 33 NJ, on the passing of our member, Dave Hoffman; 
Bd. 54 MA, on the passing of our member, Ray Nichols; Bd. 6 CT, on the passing of our member, Dean DeAngelis; Board 47 NY, on 
the passing of our member, Ken Cring; Bd. 41 NY, on the passing of our member, Wayne Grant; Bd. 54 MA, on the passing of our 
member, Edmund ‘Ned’ Beyer.

IAABO Lines




